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supplies, the same protective care is shown to the inhabitants
of an invaded country.
That great epoch of his career towards which his face is
now set, where he is to be tried and proved in the battlefields
of Europe, is but India over again. The scene is changed,
but the man and his actions are just the same.
There is perhaps no race or races of people who under-
stood Arthur Wellesley as did the natives of India. Apart
from his military prowess which raised him aloft from the
Oriental point of view, he was in their eyes the ideal ruler.
That dignity of bearing and unconscious aloofness born of
a certain loneliness of spirit, that self-restraint and slight
austerity, were to them the natural and fitting adjuncts of
one in his position. They judged him not, by the words he
spoke, but by his actions. They knew their welfare was safe
in his hands, they rested secure in the knowledge of his under-
standing justice. They trusted him and he never betrayed
that trust.
It must not be supposed that the sympathetic understanding
and consideration displayed by Arthur Wellesley towards the
natives of India, betokened a policy of sentimental weakness.
Had this been the case, he would never have acquired that
powerful influence he wielded over the native population.
He could punish as well as protect, and the wrong-doer was
as certain of retribution as the innocent of protection.
His method of dealing with certain riots, which occurred in
Seringapatam during the first year of his governorship, left
no doubt in anybody's mind as to how all such affairs would
be treated.
It is necessary that I should inform you [he wrote to the secretary of
the Mysore Government] that I have been obliged to employ the troops
to quell a disturbance ... no efforts of the police officers could disperse
the mobs.
Under these circumstances, I thought it proper to order out small
parties of cavalry and Native infantry from the camp, and a small party
of European infantry from the garrison, against the largest m6b. . . .